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his words created a deep impression throughout the
country. To those with discerning eyes it soon
became apparent that the new Prime Minister would
not leave the peace of Europe, if it was indeed as
fragile as he suggested, simply to the tentative and
halting deliberations of the Non-intervention Com-
mittee. On the other hand, the Government gave it
some new material to work on when on July 14th it
published moderate and well-reasoned proposals
which included limited belligerent rights as soon as
there was evidence of substantial withdrawal of
volunteers. It took the Committee approximately
a fortnight to reach deadlock again. Accordingly
at the end of the month Mr. Chamberlain on his
own initiative wrote a personal letter to Mussolini.
It was sent in reply to a message he had himself
received from the Duce which had been conveyed
orally to him by the Italian Ambassador, Count
Grandi. The letter was delivered by aeroplane to
the Duce at Rimini where he was on holiday and on
its return journey the same 'plane carried the Duce's
reply. The contents of the two letters which were
both hand-written have never been published, but
in the diplomatic jargon "it is understood that Mr.
Chamberlain expressed his desire to overcome present
misunderstandings between Britain and Italy."

In these mild words was a tremendous objective
which was nothing less than to detach Italy from
the Axis. Such a policy if successful would not only
offer Mussolini an opportunity to regain the initia-
tive that was rapidly slipping away from him, but
would also help to restore the security of our access
to the Mediterranean which was indispensable alike
in peace and war. Mr. Chamberlain with his letter
threw out a life line by which the Democracies and
Dictatorships of Western Europe could ultimately
co-operate if they attached themselves to it in